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Abstract. The study is devoted to the development of orthodoxy in the Aktobe region in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Following the transformation of the Ak-Tyube fortress into the district town of Aktyubinsk in
1891, a significant increase in migration to the region was observed. The growth of the Slavic population in the city
created the need for the construction of Orthodox churches. The article examines the history of the establishment of the
first churches and the activities of the clergy. The conditions of the functioning of churches and parish schools, as well as
information regarding teaching activities, are investigated.

In the course of the research, the authors conducted a critical analysis of materials collected in the State Archive
of the Aktobe Region and carried out a historiographical review of scholarly works, including church documents related
to the region. Attention is likewise given to statistical data, particularly the size and composition of the city’s population
and their changes over time.
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Introduction

The development of economic and diplomatic relations between peoples inevitably leads to the
establishment of close humanitarian ties. Beginning in the mid-eighteenth century, socio-economic
and humanitarian interaction started to grow in Western Kazakhstan, manifested through research
expeditions to the Junior Zhuz, the development of trade, the establishment of fairs, the construction
of fortresses, and the subsequent migration movement. The Ak-Tyube fortification was founded in
1869 at the confluence of the Kargaly and llek rivers under the command of General Borkh as a kind
of «security stronghold» during the period of mass uprisings caused by the adoption of the
«Temporary Regulations» of 1868. The development of the fortification during the 1870s and 1880s
led to a significant increase in migration from the central provinces of the Russian Empire to the city
and nearby districts.

The aim of the authors is to demonstrate the development of the orthodox religion in our region
and to identify the reasons for the demand for church construction that emerged in the late nineteenth
century. The topic of this study is one of the most important issues in the history of the region, and,
in our view, the absence of specific thematic studies on the history of the development of orthodoxy
further increases its relevance.

Materials and methods of research

The history of the development of orthodoxy in the Aktobe region at the turn of the centuries
remains a poorly studied topic. For our research, the collection and analysis of archival documents
constituted the most important stage. We conducted an analysis of the documents from Fund 1249 of
the State Archive of the Aktobe Region. The documents of this fund enabled us to examine
information about the first orthodox clergymen of Aktobe and the beginning of church construction
in the city. The reviews of the Turgai region for the years 1895 and 1915 provided valuable
information on the population size and composition of the region during different periods of its
history.
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Well-founded conclusions were drawn in accordance with modern methodology and the
principles of critical analysis. The examined archival documents related to the opening of churches
in the city and the spread of Orthodoxy were analyzed using retrospective, historical-comparative,
and systematic methods within the context of the historical processes of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, which were directly connected with the history of our country. The object of this
study is the spread of the Orthodox religion in the territory of the Aktobe region. During the research,
it was established that the study of the history of orthodoxy in the Aktobe region is a relevant topic,
the exploration of which makes it possible to investigate the history of Kazakhstan in greater detail.

Results and its discussion

Between 1873 and 1874, the first residential houses were built in the fortification, and the
zoning of the future city began to take shape. In 1883, Ak-Tyube became the administrative center of
the lletsk district. According to the «Regulation on the Administration of the Akmolinsk,
Semipalatinsk, Semirechensk, Ural, and Turgai Regions» adopted on March 25, 1891, the Ak-Tyube
fortification obtained the status of a district town of the Turgai region and was given the name
Aktyubinsk [1, 142].

These developments inevitably contributed to the growth of migration from the Yekaterinoslav,
Voronezh, Tambov, Saratov, and several other provinces. Migration processes led to changes in the
city’s population size, as well as in its national and religious composition. While in 1885 the
population of the fortification amounted to 1,970 people, by 1895 it had reached 3,495. By 1900, the
population of Aktyubinsk had grown to 6,804 people [2, 113-116].

The religious composition of the city and county in the mid-1890s is quite interesting, as shown
in the table below [3, 48].

Table 1. Religious composition of Aktyubinsk and the district in 1895.

Orthodox Old Believers Mussulmans
Men/Women Men/Women Men/Women

Aktyubinsk 1564/1431 24/9 305/162
Aktobe district 127/122 - 48780/42891

The predominance of the orthodox population in the city created the need for the construction
of a church. Thus, between 1880 and 1882, the Church of the Holy Blessed Prince Alexander Nevsky
was built. In 1896, a side chapel dedicated to the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos was added.
The church accommodated 600 worshippers and was placed under the administration of the Orenburg
Diocese. The Alexander Nevsky Church was assigned one priest and one psalm-reader. In 1896, the
church servant was Arsenii Mazokhin, who had graduated in 1881 from the Kazan Teachers’
Seminary under the well-known educator and missionary N. I. llminsky [4, 137].

Orthodoxy significantly influenced not only spiritual life but also contributed to the
development of education in Aktyubinsk. The church school became the most important institution
for the spiritual and moral upbringing of the younger generation. The school was opened in 1891 but
did not have its own building and changed location three times before 1917. The educational
institution was divided into male and female sections. In the male section, the teacher was Priest
Arsenii Mazokhin, while in the female section it was Aleksandr Isaakov. By 1905, the number of
students at the church school had reached 95. The school also had a boarding facility housing 14
kazakh boys and 8 russian boys from distant auls and settlements of the district [5, 154-156].

In the 1904-1905 academic year, 1,900 rubles were allocated for the maintenance of the
boarding school, while 400 rubles were designated for the salaries of the teacher and assistant [6, 10-
11].

A serious drawback of the boarding school was the absence of a medical room, which often
contributed to the spread of infectious diseases among students. The school frequently organized
festive events for children who were not students of the institution. Such activities brought together
children of different nationalities and faiths, contributing to the preservation of a peaceful atmosphere
in the city [5, 157-159].
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In addition to the church school, the city also had two-grade russian-kyrgyz male and female
schools attended by 45 boys and 50 girls of the orthodox faith, constituting more than half of all
students [7, 95].

During the expedition led by F.A. Shcherbina in the Steppe region, aimed at studying the
economy of the kazakhs and forming a land fund for the resettlement of peasants from the European
part of the country, a significant increase in migration from the Penza and Simbirsk provinces to the
Turgai and Ural regions was recorded [8, 213].

This event undoubtedly influenced the increase in the orthodox population in Aktobe. The
changes are presented in the table below [9, 31].

Year 1893 1903 1904 1905 1907 1908 1909 1913 1915
Men 857 2688 2534 2489 3194 3960 4842 5928 5571
Women 805 2304 2333 2745 3201 3943 4525 5805 6100

In Aktyubinsk, the need arose for the construction of a second church, since during orthodox
celebrations the Alexander Nevsky Church lacked sufficient space for congregation, which caused
considerable dissatisfaction. In 1898, the foundation of the church was laid, and by 1900 it was
opened. The new church was consecrated in the name of Saint Equal-to-the-Apostles Grand Prince
Vladimir. Also, beginning in 1898, the Vladimir Missionary Brotherhood emerged and began to
function actively in the city. Its chairman was Arsenii Mazokhin. By 1905, the brotherhood had 83
members. Members of the missionary brotherhood traveled to settlements and auls with sermons,
distributed religious literature, and held meetings both with settlers and with the local population.
Priest Mazokhin himself repeatedly visited kazakh auls in the nearby Karatugai, Bestamak, and
Aktobe volosts. The indigenous population received Orthodox missionaries quite warmly, although
they regarded their sermons with caution [10, 21-27].

Thus, the religious situation in Aktyubinsk and the Aktobe district at the turn of the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries did not differ significantly from that of other cities in the northwestern part
of the Steppe Region, such as Uralsk and Kostanay. From the 1880s onward, the number of people
professing Orthodoxy in Aktobe grew rapidly. The construction and opening of churches provided
considerable moral support to settlers from the Chernozem region, VVolga, and Greater Black Sea area
provinces, who faced the absence of traditional beliefs and rituals during the initial period of the
development of Aktobe.

Conclusion

The purpose of our research was to identify, analyze, and demonstrate the significance of the
formation and development of orthodoxy in the Aktobe region at the turn of the XIX and XX
centuries. During this complex historical period, accompanied by a number of major events on the
territory of Kazakhstan, a multi-confessional society was formed. Based on the conducted research,
the authors present the following conclusions:

- The transformation of Aktobe from a fortress into a district town significantly accelerated the
migration movement from the European part of the empire into the region.

- The resettled population required religious support and was interested in the rapid construction
of churches, which was reflected in financial donations.

- Attempts by representatives of the orthodox church to conduct missionary activities among
the kazakh population are noted.

- Orthodox clergymen sought to develop church schools and boarding institutions, which for a
certain period represented the only form of education available in the city.
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Anpatna. 3eprrey XIX raceipapiH coHbl — XX FachIpAbIH OackIHIAFEl AKTO0E OOJIBICHIHIAFEI IPAaBOCIABUCHIH
namybiHa apHaiFa. 1891 xbutbl Ak-TeOe OekiHiCiHIH ye3miK AKTIOOWHCK KajachlHA alfHAITybIHAH KeWiH OHipre KOHBIC
aynmapy yaepici aiitapimeikraid kymreiimi. Kamamarel craBsH XajKpl CaHBIHBIH ©CYyl MpPaBOCIABHENIK IIipKEyJep cairy
KQXKCTTUIrH TYFbI3ABl. Makanajga anFaiikpl IHIPKEYJICpPAiH KYpbUTy TapuUXbl MCH JiH KBI3METKCpJICPIHIH KBI3MET1
KapacTeipbiiapl. [llipkeynep MeH NPUXONTHIK MEKTCHTEPIiH KBI3MET €Ty >Karaailapbl, COHIAN-aK OKBITYIIBLIBIK
KBI3METKE KaTBICTBI MATIMETTEP 3€PTTEICII.

3eprrey OapbIChIHIA aBTOpIap AKTe0€ 00IBICEIHBIH MEMIIEKETTIK apXUBIH/E )KUHAKTAIFaH MaTepraiapFa ChIHU
Tajjay Kacar, eHipre KaThICTBl IIPKEYITIK KyXaTTapabl Koca ajfaHaa, FRUIBIMA €HOEKTepre TapHXHAMAaJIbIK IOy
kypri3ai. CoHbIMEH Karap, Kajla XaJKbIHBIH CaHbl MEH KypaMbl JKOHE OJIapIbIH YakKbhIT ©T€ ©3Trepyi »XeHiHJeTi
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CTaTUCTHUKAJIBIK MQHiMeTTCpFe CPCKIIC HAa3ap ayAapbliraH.
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AnHoTanust. MccrnenoBanue nMocBsIieHo pa3BUTHIO PABOCIaBUsl B AKTIOOMHCKOM 00acTH B koH1e XIX - Havane
XX Bekos. [locne npeobpasoBanusi kpenoctu Ak-TroGe B yesznuslid ropon AxTioOuHck B 1891 rogy HaOironanoch
SHAYUTCJIBHOC YBCJIMYCHHUC MHUIpAllUHM B PETrUOH. Poct cnaBsiHCKOrO HaceleHHUs B Tropoac BbI3BaAJI HeO6X0)II/IMOCTb B
CPOYHOM CTPOHTEIBCTBE MPABOCIABHBIX XpaMoOB. B cTaThe paccMaTpuBaeTCs HUCTOPHUSA CO3JaHMS NEPBBIX XPaMOB U
JIeSITEeNIbHOCTh JTyXoBeHcTBa. MccienyroTcss yciioBusi (pyHKIIMOHUPOBAHHS LEPKBEH M NMPUXOJACKUX IIKOJ, & TaKXe
nH(popManus, Kacarouascs MpernoJaBaTeIbCKON eI TeIbHOCTH.

B xone mccnenoBaHus aBTOPHI IPOBENM KPUTHYECKHH aHAINM3 MaTephaioB, coOpaHHBIX B ['ocymapcTBeHHOM
apxuBe AKTIOOMHCKOH 00JIacTH, W TMPOBENN HCTOpHOrpaduIecKrii 0030p HayYHBIX TPYIOB, B TOM YHCIE IIEPKOBHBIX
JIOKyMEHTOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C pETHOHOM. BHIMaHMe Takke yAenseTcs CTaTUCTHIECKIM TaHHBIM, OCOOEHHO O YHUCICHHOCTH
1 COCTaBE HACEJICHHS TOPOA M X M3MEHEHMAX C TEUCHUEM BPEMCHHU.

KnioueBble cjioBa: IIepKOBHAs IIKOJA, MHCCHOHEPCKas JIESATENbHOCTh, IepeceleHuecKas IIOJUTHKA,
AKTIOOMHCKHH ye3]], HaceJIeHHE.
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